
Dear St. Luke’s Family, 
 
In the aftermath of this year’s special General Conference of the United Methodist 
Church in February, the leadership of our church paused our giving to the greater 
church. We did this as result of the General Conference’s vote that not only maintained 
the discriminatory language in our Book of Discipline against LGBTQ+ persons but 
increased penalties for pastors and churches who conduct same sex weddings. We 
believe this is wrong and violates our mission of being an open community of Christians 
helping people find and give hope through Jesus Christ. 
 
Our giving to the greater church, also known as apportionments, is a tithe, or ten 
percent, of our church income. 40% of that tithe supports the General Church in our 
shared ministry around the world. 60% supports the work of Methodism in Indiana. 
While we take seriously our pledge to support the connectional work of the United 
Methodist Church, we also take seriously our responsibility to see that the giving of our 
members is in keeping with our United Methodist vows “to support the rights of all 
people regardless of sexual orientation.” 
 
Recognizing that funds supporting our Indiana ministries will not be in violation of our 
values, we have paid up to date 100% of our Indiana commitment and will continue to 
do so for the remainder of the year. We will continue to hold our General Church funds 
in escrow as we evaluate developments in the denomination. The next General 
Conference will be next May with petitions due in September. Many groups are working 
on proposals that will reverse the decisions made this past February and even remove 
the harmful, restrictive language regarding LGBTQ+ members. 
 
I want you to know how proud I am of our leadership committees and the faithful 
manner in which they have considered all aspects of this decision. They are people who 
love the Lord and care about our United Methodist Church. We want to be true to John 
Wesley’s admonition to “do no harm,” while recognizing the significant influence our 
church has on the future of our denomination. We are working toward a unity in the 
denomination that prevents dissolution, while also seeking to further our inclusion. We 
celebrate the recent elections of delegates in the denomination that will send a more 
centrist/progressive representation to next year’s General Conference.  
 
In short, as leaders we remain hopeful and believe we will be able to resume full support 
of our United Methodist Church when we allow inclusion for all. We will keep you 
informed of any developments.  
 
In faith and fellowship, 
 
Curtis Rector 
Governing Board Chair  


